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For what we can foresee, all Europe may form hut one great Republic,
and man be free of the whole.
WAYS AND MEANS OF IMPROVING TUN CONDITION m* KUKOPK,
INTKRSPERSKD WITH MISCKU.AN*:OXTS OHSMVATIONS
IN CONTEMPLATING a subject that embraces with equatorial magnitude
the whole region tot humanity it is imjXKSsiblc to confute1' the pursuit in one
single direction. It takes ground on every character and condition that
appertains to man, and blends the individual, the nation, and the world,
From a small spark, kindled in America, a Harm* has arisen not to he
extinguished. Without consuming, like the Ultima Ratio AY#srw/, it winds
its progress from Nation to Nation and conquers by a silent operation,
Man finds himself changed, he scarcely perceives how. He acquires a
knowledge of his rights by attending justly to his interest, and discovers
in the event that the strength and fxjwers of despotism consist wholly in
the fear of resisting it, and that in order "to />r /w it / j? mffn'hM that he
wills it."
Having in all the preceding parts of this work endeavoured to establish a
system of principles as a basis on which Governments ought to be erected,
I shall proceed in this to the ways and means of rendering them into prao
tice. But in order to intrcxluce this part of the subject with more propriety
and stronger effect, some preliminary observations, deducihle from, or
connected with those principles, are necessary,
Whatever the form or Constitution of Government may be, it ought
to have no other object than the general happiness. When instead of this
it operates to create and increase wretchedness, in any of the parts of
society, it is on a wrong system and reformation is necessary.
Customary language has classed the condition of man under the two
descriptions of civilized and uncivilised life. To the one it has ascribed
felicity and affluence; to the other hardship and want. But, however our
imagination may be impressed by painting ami comparison, it is never*
theless true, that a great portion of mankind, it what art* called eiviliml
countries, are in a state of poverty and wretched w^s, far below the con-
ditioB of an Indian. I speak not of one country, but of all, It is so in
England, it is so all over Europe, Let us enquire into the cause.
It lies not in any natural defect in the principles of civilization, but in
preventing those principles having an universal operation; the conse-
quence of which is a perpetual system of war and expcnce, that drains the
country and defeats the general felicity of which civilization is capable.